10 November 2010

The Hon Peter Ryan MLA
Leader of the Nationals

Member for Gippsland South

54B Cunninghame St

Sale   3850

Dear Peter,

Re:  Funding for Parkinson’s Nurse Specialists
Enclosed is information on Parkinson’s and the need for ten Parkinson’s specialist nurses to be employed across Victoria.    
At present there are 15, 000 to 20,000 Victorians with Parkinson’s and only 3 government funded nurses in the state, all located in clinics in Melbourne.  People in regional Victoria are disadvantaged if they have Parkinson’s disease, and we need to address the inequity.  
We are seeking a commitment from you  to fund a further ten Parkinson’s specialist nurses to be located in regional Victoria.  They will improve care, reduce unnecessary access to expensive health services such as casualty outpatient or emergency departments, and reduce health care costs.  

In the state government election in Tasmania, both the Liberal and Labor Parties committed to fund four of these nurses.  They are about to be appointed.  If a state with a population of 500,000 can commit to fund 4 of these positions, surely it is not too much to ask that Victoria fund ten.

People with Parkinson’s in Victoria feel let down by successive governments and feel it is time for a fair go.  We seek your assistance by committing to $1.8 million per annum to fund ten Parkinson’s nurse specialists in Victoria.  

Yours sincerely

